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KAREN, 50, is waiting for her son RYAN, 30. She is dressed
up for a party. RYANis a gay man who is suffering from
cerebral pal sy.

RYAN arrives with a cheap cake from a supernmarket. Two
candl es on the cake show 49.

RYAN
Munsy! Ch nmy God, | amso sorry |I'm
| at e. Happy birt hday.

RYAN ki sses KAREN on the cheek.

RYAN
| just had the nost insane day. |
told everyone about ny cerebra
pal sy, and Carey and | finally
snooched.

KAREN
What do you nean? Who is
"everyone"?

RYAN
At work. Ch, the article | wote
about nmy CP, | didn't actually
wite that. You see, everyone just
assuned ny linp was from ny
accident, and then | never
corrected them

KAREN
Ch ny God... you lied to ne.
RYAN
| lied to everyone.
KAREN
But why did you lie to ne?
RYAN
|"msorry, but... the point is that

no one actually cared. Like, at
all! And now it just feels like ny
life can finally start. You know?
It’s like | was in the cl oset about
being gay, then | was in the closet
about being disabl ed, and now, no
nore closets.

KAREN
(1 ooking at the cake)
What is this? What happened to ny
triple berry?



RYAN
Oh, um "Sweet Lady Jane" was
cl osed, but this is supposed to be
amazing. In, |ike, supernmarket
trash kind of way.

KAREN
You had one job to do, Ryan. One
job. Just to pick up the cake |
want ed.

KAREN starts to have a taste of the cake.

RYAN
|’ msorry.

KAREN
This is awful.

RYAN
What’s wong with you?

KAREN
Did it ever occur to you that you
actually had to show up for ne

t oday?

RYAN
|’ m here. And by the way, where’s
Phi | ?

KAREN

Phil dunped nme. He said he didn’t
want to be in a relationship with
sonmeone el se’ s asshol e ki d.

RYAN
Asshol e?
KAREN
Yeah.
Beat .
RYAN
k. Well, then this asshole is
| eavi ng.

RYAN stands up and starts to | eave. KAREN foll ows him

KAREN
No, no, no. You are not done. | am
not done with you. Look, | just -

( CONTI NUA)



Beat .

KAREN ( SECUE)
j ust sabotaged ny relationship with
Phil because you were nad at ne.
And | didn’t evene think about it,
| just ended it.

RYAN
| never asked you to do that! |
don’t know what to say, Mom It
takes two to be "co-dependent”.

KAREN
Ch! Oh, | should have let you do
t hi ngs on your own. That woul d have
been interesting to see how that
wor ked. Ckay. "OCh, Ryan, just take
t he bus to physical therapy. | am
tired". "Ryan, go get fitted for
your own |leg braces. I want to get
a mani cure".

RYAN
Ww. | had no idea ny disability
trolled you so hard. You know what ?
Wiy don’t | just ask you to never
do anything for nme ever again?

KAREN
Ch. | would like that. | would Iike
to see how you function in this
world without an on-call naid.

RYAN
|’d like to see how wel |l you
function. Let’s be real. If you're

not hel pe me, you have not hing
going on in your life.

KAREN
| did have sonething! | had - | had
sonmet hi ng just on nmy own that
didn’t revolve around you, and you
ruined it.

RYAN
That is such bullshit! God! If you
want to blame me for the reason why
you' re al one at 40 -



KAREN
’m50. I’"’m50 today. You don’t
even know how old | am

Beat .
RYAN
Mom |’msorry.
KAREN
| do bl ane you.
RYAN
Then go away. Leave ne al one.
KAREN
No, wai. Ch, no, wait, Ry. I'm
sorry. | didn't nean that. | just -
ook - I love you. I'"'mso sorry. |
- | don’t blane you. | didn't nean
t hat .
RYAN

Yes. You did.
RYAN | eaves.



