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BRI ONY TALLI S, 60s, tal ks about her | ast novel

i ntervi ew.

BRI ONY
It’s ny last novel. |I'mdying. My
doctor tells ne | have sonething
cal |l ed vascul ar denentia, which is
essentially a continuous series of
tiny strokes. Your brain closes
down, gradually you | ose words, you
| ose your menory, which for a
witer is pretty nmuch the point.
(Beat). So that’s why | could
finally wite the book, 1 think.
had to. And why, of course, it’'s ny
| ast novel. Strangely enough, it
woul d be just as accurate to cal
it my first novel. | wote severa
drafts as far back as ny tinme at St
Thomas’ Hospital during the War. |
just couldn’t ever find the way to
do it. The novel is entirely
aut obi ographical. | haven’t changed
any nanes, including nmy own. But
that was not the problem | had,
for a very long tine, decided to
tell the asbolute truth. No rhynes,
no enbel lishnents. And | think..
you' ve read the book, you’l
under stand why. | got first-hand
accounts of all the events | didn't
personally witness, the conditions
in prison, the evacuation to
Dunkirk, everything. But the effect
of all this honesty was rather
pitiless. You see, | couldn't any
| onger 1 magi ne what purpose woul d
be served by it. By honesty. O

reality. Because, in fact, | was
too nuch of a coward to go and see
my sister in June, 1940. | never

made that journey to Bal ham So the
scene in which | confess to themis
i magi ned. I nvented. And, in fact,

it could have never happened.
Because Robbi e Turned di ed of
septicaem a at Bray-Dunes on June
the first, 1940. The | ast day of
evacuation. And | was never able to
put things right with ny sister,
Cecilia, because she was killed on
the 15th of Cctober, 1940, by the
bonb that destroyed the gas and

( CONTI NUA)

during a TV



BRI ONY ( SEGUE)
wat er mai ns above Bal ham t ube
station. So... ny sister and Robbie
were never able to have the tine
t oget her they both so | onged for,
and deserved. And which, ever
since, |I’ve... ever since |’'ve
always felt | prevented. But what
sense of hope, or satisfaction,
could a reader derive from an
ending |ike that? So, in the book,
| wanted to give Robbie and Cecilia
what they lost out oninlife. I'd
like to think this isn't weakness
or evasion, but a final act of
ki ndness. | gave themtheir
happi ness.



